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Re: DHS Docket No. ICEB-2019-0006-0001, Comments in Response to Establishing a Fixed Time 

Period of Admission and an Extension of Stay Procedure for Non immigrant Academic Students, 

Exchange Visitors, and Representatives of Foreign Information Media 

Dear Ms. Hageman: 

On behalf of the State University of New York's (SUNY) 64 campuses and more than 400,000 

students, we submit the following comments in response to the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security's (Department) proposed rule: Establishing a Fixed Time Period of Admission and an 

Extension of Stay Procedure for Nonimmigrant Academic Students, Exchange Visitors, and 

Representatives of Foreign Information Media (OHS Docket No. ICEB-2019-0006-0001), 

published September 25, 2020. 

SUNY opposes in the strongest possible terms the Department's arbitrary and capricious effort 

to disenfranchise international students and exchange visitors. At public and private institutions 

nationwide since the founding of this country, international students and exchange visitors have 

been central to our academic mission, cultural understanding, research enterprise, and 

widespread economic growth. Without question, the Department's proposed rule will 

negatively impact the academic and career standing of thousands of SUNY students and visiting 

scholars-likely hundreds of thousands at colleges and universities nationwide. It will destabilize 

local economies in the process. 

Under this proposal, every single one of SUNY's 20,476 international students is at risk. 

Therefore, we urge that it be withdrawn in its entirety, and that admission for the Duration of 

Status remain in effect. 

Further, the Department claims this proposal is necessary in order to safeguard national 

security. While national security is of the utmost concern, campuses across the SUNY system 

have already implemented and followed rigorous protocols in coordination with federal and 

state authorities, such as through the Department's very own robust Student and Exchange 

Visitor Information System ("SEVIS"); therefore, the Department fails to provide compelling 














